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Thanks to the incredible dedication of Immediate Past President William H. 
Seitz, Jr., MD, and the hard work of Program Chairs Edward Diao, MD and 
Charles Day, MD, and the Hand Society staff, the 70th Annual Meeting of 
the ASSH was a tremendous success.  With 2,727 attendees, this meeting 
was among our top meetings in terms of attendance, and continued our 
proud tradition of innovation by introducing a new, more interactive e-Poster 
system as well as the Hand-e Video Theater, which drew over 260 visitors 
and will provide 46 new videos to the Hand-e platform.  I look forward to 
working with the 2016 Program Chairs, Ranjan Gupta, MD and Tamara 
Rozental, MD to continue innovating and designing the best possible 
experience for all ASSH members in Austin next year.  
 

Our new Strategic Plan will guide the Hand Society's activities over the next 2-3 years, and in line with 
those objectives, I will share a brief overview of the projects approved by Council that will potentially 
come to fruition in the next twelve months and beyond: 
 
Performance Metrics Task Force 
 
Under the leadership of Past President Edward Akelman, MD, the Performance Metrics Task Force 
has been working since May to find clear pathways for ASSH members to participate in the growing 
number of national quality and value initiatives, and to communicate to members how they can both 
meet requirements and avoid penalties.  To that end, the Task Force has established three subgroups 
- the Physician Quality Reporting System (PQRS), chaired by Robin Kamal, MD and Sanjeev Kakar, 
MD; the Merit-Based Incentive Payment System (MIPS), chaired by Fred Liss, MD and Stephen 
McCollam, MD; and Outcomes and Quality Measures, chaired by Jennifer Waljee, MD, MPH, MSc 
and Jeffrey Yao, MD.  These three groups have been extremely productive, and this fall, they will 
begin to introduce concise, easy-to-follow guidelines in a new section of Hand-e that will feature 
valuable practice management tools for members in both solo or private practice and larger groups 
alike. 
 
Textbook 
 
Following the tremendous success of The American Society for Surgery of the Hand Textbook of 
Hand and Upper Extremity Surgery, Council has approved the publication of a second edition, to be 
released in 2019.  Peter Weiss, MD will lead a revised editorial team to create  a completely new print 
and online platform resource.  With the upcoming publication of Hand Surgery Update VI in 2016, 
edited by Peter Murray, MD and Warren Hammert, MD, these two pillars of the ASSH publications 
program will be released on alternating six-year cycles, so that a new major hand surgery text is 
available every three years.  This production schedule will ensure that the most up-to-date content will 
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always be available at your fingertips.  The new Textbook will feature even more images and videos, 
making it the premier source of upper extremity information and education.  
 
Education Division Director, Martin I. Boyer, MD, FRCS(C) also presented to Council the 
recommendations of the Publications Task Force, which was convened to study the content strategy 
for the ASSH publications portfolio as well as ways to boost sales.  In order to provide greater synergy 
across the Hand Society's educational platforms, address content gaps and mitigate author fatigue, 
the Task Force recommended a restructuring of the Publications and Products Advisory Committee 
(PPAC).  PPAC will no longer be open to general applications from membership and will instead be 
composed of a Textbook editor, a Hand Surgery Update editor, a Council Member-at-Large Under 8 
Years of Membership, a former Young Leader, a narrow-topic content editor and the Education 
Division Director, acting as Chair.  Dr. Boyer will appoint the new members of PPAC in the next few 
weeks and I look forward to seeing their work unfold.  

Outreach 
 
As the Hand Society's outreach program has expanded in the past year, leadership has refined the 
role of the Outreach Advisory Group (OAG) in guiding our efforts.  Part of this growth process includes 
revisiting the makeup of the OAG, which will now consist of Scott Kozin, MD as Chair, John Bednar, 
MD to represent AFSH, International Relations Committee Chair Terry Light, MD, Vice President 
James Chang, MD, former Young Leader, Kevin Little, MD, Mark Baratz, MD, and Lynn Bassini, MA, 
OTR, CHT, who will represent the hand therapy viewpoint.  This group, experienced in international 
missions, will oversee the continuing expansion of our Outreach program and provide critical support 
in reaching out to partnering organizations.  
 
In 2016, the Touching Hands Project (THP) will make six mission trips: 

Location Partnering Organization 

La Paz, Bolivia ReSurge 

Cambodia ReSurge 

Ethiopia Cure International 

Trinidad and Tobago Caribbean Health Foundaton 

San Pedro Sula, Honduras Central Administration Ruth Paz Foundation 

Port-au-Prince, Haiti Haiti Adventist Hospital 

Hand Fellowship Programs 
 
Fellowship education is the lifeblood of not only our specialty, but also the Hand Society 
itself.  Today's hand fellows are the ASSH members of tomorrow, and for that reason, it is imperative 
that these fellows receive an education that will prepare them to pass the SOTH and also obtain 
experience in the full range of procedures that they will face in practice.  We hope to hold a half-day 
strategic meeting for all hand fellowship directors prior to the Annual Meeting in Austin. There we will 
explore important topics including comparative operative experience, funding, accreditation, and 
curriculum; as well as having the Executive Director of ACGME, Pamela Derstine, PhD, MHPE, attend 
and address our concerns and questions   Next week, we will begin surveying fellowship directors 
regarding details of the meeting and possible additional topics.   
 
As always, the year to come will be full of activity.  Surgeon leaders and staff will work closely to bring 
valuable new initiatives to fruition for the benefit of all members, and I look forward to realizing my 
vision for the Hand Society in the following months. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
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